The Practice of Philosophy

The Demise of Linguistic Philosophy

By the mid-1960s the era of linguistic philosophy was coming to a close. The causes of its demise are variegated. For
one thing, it was by this time apparent that there were deep divisions within the analytic movement, especially between
the ordinary-language and ideal-language camps, over the nature of language and meaning on the one hand, and over
how to do philosophy on the other. Up to this point, the core of analytic philosophy had been the view that philosophical
problems are linguistic illusions generated by violating the boundaries of meaning, and that they were to be solved by
clearly marking those boundaries and then staying within them. It was now becoming clear, however, that this was no
easy task. Far from being the transparent phenomenon that the early analysts had taken it to be, linguistic meaning was
turning out to be a very puzzling phenomenon, itself in need of deep, philosophical treatment.

Indeed, it was becoming clear that many who had held the practice analytic view about the nature of philosophy had
relied upon different theories of meaning sometimes implicit, never sufficiently clear, and frequently implausible. On the
other hand,he ordinary-language approach as falling far short of serious, philosophical work. For this and other reasons,
the ordinary-language approach also drew fire from outside the analytic movement.The waning of linguistic philosophy
signaled also the waning of attempts to specify the proper philosophical method, or even just the method distinctive of
analytic philosophy.
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